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AUGUST FAMILY FUN NITE 

Tuesday, August 10 

6:29 pm 

John Calvin Memorial Hall 

 

Everyone is invited for a covered 
dish dinner (drinks, dessert and 

bread provided) and a time of fun 
and fellowship.  Come for good 

food and a friendly smile! 

 

Youth Group Summer will run From July 11th to August 8th.  Then 
we'll take a break and start back up in September with a special 
event.  Youth can now be dropped off at the backdoor of the youth 
room.  During the summer months we do not have dinner, but will 
have light snacks available.  During this time we will be studying scrip-
ture and music and how they "go together" and will enjoy organized 
games and lots of fun.  A kick-off event will be scheduled for some-
time in September to start the new school year.  If you have any ques-
tions you can call Patti Smith.  Have a blessed and safe summer!   
~GCPC Youth Committee  
 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 2nd 
12:00 PM 

We need to supply and furnish our new kitchen! 
Next month, we will post information                             

from our wish list.  
Look for information in next months                             

Grace Notes and the Sunday bulletins. 
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~the kitchen of Susan Smith~ 

 

                             Buckeye Brownies 

19 ½ oz pkg brownie mixes                        
2 C powdered sugar                                                    
½ c plus 6 T. Butter; Softened and divided                             
6 oz semi-sweet chocolate chips                                                                                                      
1 C  creamy peanut butter 

Prepare and bake brownie mix in a greased 
13” X 9” baking pan according to the package 
directions.  Let cool.  Mix together powdered 
sugar, ½ c butter and peanut butter; spread 

over cooled brownies.  Chill for one hour.  Melt 
together chocolate chips and remaining 6 table-
spoons butter in a saucepan over low heat, stirring 
occasionally. Spread over brownies.  Let cool; cut 
into squares.  Makes 2 to 3 dozen 

 

This recipe was so delicious...it was served one 
Wednesday night in July during our Table Talk se-
ries! It was so yummy! Thank you Susan for shar-
ing this with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbytery sponsored training event will be held at Grace Covenant on Saturday, August 21.  Information 
and registration forms are available on the KIOSK.  There are workshops on a variety of subjects. 

Also, since it is being held here, there is a list of ways you can volunteer to help to make this an enjoyable day for 
the 125+ fellow Presbyterians who will be coming on that day. 

Please visit the KIOSK and sign up for a way you can help. 

 

 

Maxine Gokee is walking again this year to benefit the American Heart Associa-
tion and help fight heart disease.  Please consider making your tax deductible 
donation by going to http://Greaterorlandoheartwalk-oh.org; scroll down to 
ORMC and click on the team named Bone Brigade; then scroll to the bottom 
right and click on my name to make a donation.  Of course, you may also write a 
personal check if you prefer. Thank you in advance for helping me achieve my goal 
for this extremely worthy cause!! 

http://Greaterorlandoheartwalk-oh.org�


 

 

 

Thank you so much for the cards, visits, delicious meals and prayers you provided during my surgery and re-
covery.  We are very blessed to be a part of such a supportive church family. 

Morris and Betty Broome 

Dear GCPC: 

I would like to thank Ms.Candy for all the guidance, support and the hands on help you gave me thru my Eagle 
Project.  My vision for the Sunday School room is now complete. I hope each child will feel welcome 
and play and learn in this class; as I did when I was there.  I want to also thank the Sunday School 
Teachers and children for the Thank you cards; they were the best.  Thanks to those that stopped by during the 
2 days of renovation, with words of encouragement.  

In Scouting, 

Jordan Askew 

Eagle Scout 5/10 

 

 

Grace Elizabeth LaRose came home one day shy of being 9 weeks old, yet 17 days shy of the date she was 
due!  She is a “big” girl now at 4lb.1oz, 16” and we are all ecstatic!  Words are inadequate to express 
the gratitude we have for the many prayers over the last several months for Grace and Jessica. We know the 
power of prayer and are thankful for the miracles our gracious God has worked at the petition of the GCPC 
body of Christ.  

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts and may God Bless you all!   

Donald and Maxine Gokee, and Marc and Jessica LaRose 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your donation of dog and cat food for our Pet Food Xpress Program. Your donation will be 
used to support the care of the pets that live with our senior friends. We all know how important it is to keep 
these pets in their homes. Studies have shown the simple act of petting  dog or a cat will help reduce blood 
pressure. Yes, there is a lot of healing at the tip of a cold nose. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Wetzler 

President, SPCA of Central Florida 
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The Scholarship Committee is pleased to report that 
seven college scholarships were awarded for the up-
coming academic year.  The recipients are Heidi 
Diaz (Keiser University-Orlando); Kepa Ibarra 
and Mikel Ibarra (University of Florida); 
Katherine McKenzie (University of North Flor-
ida); and Kyle Lampman,  Johnathan Pham and 
Emily Smith (Valencia Community Col-
lege).  We wish all of these students much success with 
their studies and career choices. 
 
Now our fund is pretty empty and we are hoping you 
will help us start building it back up for next year.  If 
you'd like to assist our young members and their fami-
lies with their college expenses, please make your 
check payable to the church and mark it for the Scholar-
ship Fund.  Thank you.                                                                

~The Scholarship Committee 

 

CARE Packages for Military and College Students 

The Deacons will be collecting items for  Care Packages for our  church members who are active 
military and college students away from home from August 22nd through the end of September. 

Below are lists of suggested items that we would like to include in our care packages. Donations of 
these items can be made to the basket located in the Deacon’s Corner in the Narthex.  

The Best Items To Include In Military Care Packages: 
Deodorant,  Shower to Shower body powder, Jelly beans, Disposable Camera, Rice Krispie treats ,Altoids or 
mints ,Beef jerky, Snack mixes Sunflower seeds,  Chewing Gum,  Nuts, Little Debbie's snacks, Ziploc bags (for 
keeping things airtight, watertight, and fresher), Coffee 1lb bricks, Gatorade, Jaw breakers, Playing cards, 
Toothbrushes & toothpaste,  Inflatable pillow Cookies in individual packages, Dominoes,  Footbag/Hacky Sack, 
Spices (crushed red pepper), salt, pepper Pringles chips Individually-wrapped licorice  Microwave popcorn Ramen 
noodles,  Macaroni & cheese   Cereal bars/granola bars,  Microwave pasta that doesn't need refrigeration, Hot cocoa 
mix,  Soup mix ,Newspapers, Magazines (these don't have to be brand new), Koozies to keep water bottles and cans 
cool,  AA batteries D size batteries,  Canned air to blow dust out of electronics, Stress relief squeeze balls,  sewing 
kits , Baby wipes, Shoe laces for gym shoes and boots, Brown t-shirts,  Boot socks, Underwear,  Hand warm-
ers,  Inflatable seat cushion , Juice boxes,   Ink pens,  Notepads of paper,  Word Puzzle, Books, Air activated heat 
wraps for sore muscles,  Foot massager  icy hot patches,  Foot powder ,Paperback books. 
 

  

Next month we will post a list of preferred items for                          
our college students! 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/redirect.html?ie=UTF8&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fs%3Fie%3DUTF8%26x%3D0%26ref_%3Dnb%5Fsb%5Fnoss%26y%3D0%26field-keywords%3Dsewing%2520kit%26url%3Dsearch-alias%253Daps&tag=jimlynnsfunti-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=390957�
http://www.amazon.com/gp/redirect.html?ie=UTF8&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fs%3Fie%3DUTF8%26x%3D0%26ref_%3Dnb%5Fsb%5Fnoss%26y%3D0%26field-keywords%3Dinflatable%2520seat%2520cushion%26url%3Dsearch-alias%253Daps&tag=jimlynnsfunti-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=390957�
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Continued from page 1…. 

“What day?”  The outlaw was beginning to wonder if the Priest had lost his mind. 

The outlaw stood speechless. 

“You have forgotten.  You really have forgotten.  Hmm.”  The priest gazed in awe at the outlaw.    

“Perhaps it’s good that you came here.  Perhaps you need to remember.  Here is your weapon.” 

 The priest picked up a long slender roll of cloth.  The outlaw looked at the mysterious package.  It was too short 
to be a spear.  It was two or three times the length of a sword.  It was too slender to be an axe.  Not an axe, not a 
sword, not a spear, the weapon was a mystery.  He reached out and took the roll of cloth from the priest. 

“Wow.  It’s heavy.”  He felt the weight in both of his hands.  “This is awful heavy to be a practical weapon.  I 
haven’t felt a weapon this heavy in a long time.  It’s been years.  I don’t think I’ve felt a weapon this heavy 
since… oh. That day.”  His eyes glazed over.  “You mean... that day. 

“I haven’t forgotten that day.  I’ll never forget that day.  But I remember strange things about it.”  The out-
law stared, glassy-eyed, at the package, slowly unwrapping it as he talked.  “I was just a kid.  I remember that it 
was unusually hot.  I remember the excitement I felt as I got ready to meet my heroes, the soldiers defending our 
homeland. I remember the disappointment when I found them hiding like cowards.  And the sound.  I remember 
the sound.  

“First I thought it was thunder or an earthquake.  Then I looked across the battlefield and saw what the sound 
truly was.  It was laughter.  Laughter so loud that it filled the entire valley.  He was the biggest man I had ever 
seen.  He looked like he was 10 feet tall.  I remember telling the king that I would fight him.  That was one of the 
first times I met the king.  I remember stepping out to fight the giant, and I remember the weight of stones in my 
pocket.  I don’t know what happened next, but I remember running, running a lot faster than I ran today.  I must 
be getting old.  I remember looking at his armor, that spear like a beam, the helmet, the massive shield.  As I got 
closer I saw it, the hidden weapon.  Only a giant could hide a weapon of this size.  I grabbed it and hoisted it over 
my head.” 

At that moment, the outlaw threw off the last of the cloth wrapping, and lifted the weapon.  It was almost as long 
as he was tall.  

“Yes David.”  The priest smiled.  “This was Goliath’s sword.  This is your weapon. This is the only weapon I have 
for you.  Will you take it?” 

David swung the sword around, getting used to is weight in his hand.  He stared into the blade.  “There is no 
other like it.” 

David took the sword and he used it.  He used it not to kill the king, but to gather an army of outlaws, people 
who were hungry, poor, alone.  Together they protected the people from the King’s madness.  David used the 
sword on behalf of the people and when the king finally died, David used the sword to win their hearts.  They 
made him their king.  

But none of it would have happened without that sword, without that priest.  David needed a reminder of who he 
was.  He needed a reminder that God loves us no matter what. Whether facing a giant or running from a king, 
God loves us no matter what.  Whether an outlaw or a ruler, God loves us no matter what.  Hungry, tired scared 
and alone, God loves us no matter what.    God used that priest, and that sword, to remind David of that 
love.  David never saw the priest again.  Every time he looked at the sword, though, he was reminded of that 
truth.  God loves us no matter what.  

Continued next page... 
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Continued from page 14…. 

 God places special objects and special people in our lives that remind us of his love. This month, 
take some time to remember an object that reminds you of God’s love.  It may be a Bible, or a 
piece of jewelry, or a gift from a friend, or picture.  Also, thank the people who remind you of 
God’s love, whether they are co-workers or family members, teachers, students, neighbors or 
friends.  

There you go - the conclusion of our story and a sample of our tubing weekend.  If you would like 
to check up on me and compare my version of the story to the real version, read I Samuel 21.1-
9.  I hope you enjoyed reading this story as much as I enjoyed telling it!   

Derek Davenport 

Imagine you and the Lord  
are walking down the road to-
gether.  
For much of the way, the Lord's 
footprints go along steadily, con-
sistently, rarely varying the 
pace.  
But your footprints are a disor-
ganized stream of zigzags, starts, 
stops, turnarounds, circles, de-
partures, and returns. For much 
of the way, it seems to go like 
this,  
but gradually your footprints 
come more in line with the 
Lord's, soon paralleling His con-
sistently You and HE are walking 
as true friends! 
This seems perfect, but then an 
interesting thing happens: Your 
footprints that once etched the 
sand next to HIS are now walk-
ing precisely in His steps. Inside 
His larger footprints are your 
smaller ones, you and HE are 
becoming one. This goes on for 
many miles, but gradually you 
notice another change.  

The footprints inside the large 
footprints seem to grow lar-

ger. Eventually they disappear 
altogether. There is only one set 
of footprints. They have become 
one.  

This goes on for a long time, but 
suddenly the second set of foot-
prints is back. This time it seems 
even worse! Zigzags all over the 
place. Stops. Starts. Gashes in 
the sand.  
A variable mess of prints.  
You are amazed and shocked.  
Your dream ends. Now you 
pray: 
 
'Lord, I understand the first 
scene, with zigzags and fits.  
I was a new Christian; I was just 
learning. But You walked on 
through the storm and helped 
me learn to walk with You.' 

'That is correct.' 
 
'And when the smaller footprints 
were inside of Yours,  
I was actually learning to walk in 
Your steps, following You very 
closely.'  
 
 

'Very good.. You have under-
stood everything so far.' 
 
When the smaller footprints 
grew and filled in Yours, I sup-
pose that I was becoming like 
You in every way.'  

 
'Precisely.'  
 
'So, Lord, was there a regres-
sion or something? The foot-
prints separated, and this time  
it was worse than at first.'  
 
There is a pause as the Lord 
answers, with a smile in His 
voice. 
 
'You didn't know?  
It was then that we danced!'  
 
To everything there is a               
season, a time for every    
purpose under heaven: A 
time to weep, a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance.  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-4  

FOOTPRINTS...A New Version  
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If you would like to receive your Grace Notes electronically,  

PLEASE call the Church Office or email us  at                         
churchoffice@grace.to 




